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UPCOMING EVENTS

2012

Note: Nominations for the 1% Quarter
Awards are due to Charlie Neumann by
January 23",

-February 10-12, 2012:2" Otr Conference

Stanley Hotel, Estes Park

-May 4-6, 2012 3" Otr Conference
Hyatt Regency Hotel, DTC Denver
-June (dates TBD) Super Zone Meetings
-July 12-14, 2012 Ol Convention
Milwaukee, WI

-August 23-26, 2012

CO/WYO District Convention

Copper Mountain Resort

Optimist Web Addresses

Optimist International:
Colorado/Wyoming District:
Optimist Leaders:
Optimist Club Email:

2011-2012 Optimist Leadership Instructions:
OPTIMIST MAGAZINE and HOTLINE:

COLORADO/WYOMING DISTRICT
Of Optimist International
Second Quarter Conference

February 10-12, 2011

The Second Quarter Board of Directors Meeting
and Conference will be held at the Stanley Hotel

(D OPTIMIST INTERNATIONAL|
O /W D 011-201

"FLY TO THE TOP"
From the Desk of Your 2011-2012 Governor:
Donna Priester

The Second Quarter Conference will be coming
up in February and I hope to see you all there!
Lots of exciting and fun opportunities await you
and gathering at the Historic Stanley is exciting in
itself!!

There are so many things going on between now
and the Conference, however! Essay Contests are
going on in lots of clubs! Students are receiving
the opportunity to write for a purpose and practice
their skills! If they enter, they will have the
chance to be recognized by the Club that is
sponsoring them, and if they win in the District
Contest they will have a $2500 Scholarship for
future education.

The Oratorical Contests will be starting soon as
well, which will enable a boy student and girl
student each to win a $2500 Scholarship at the
District level. 1 would hope that clubs will have
contests and recognize the winners. Sending
them on to the Zone level and Regional level will
also give them more opportunities to speak in
front of several audiences and receive recognition
on several levels. (The District finals will be at
the 3" Quarter Conference the first weekend in
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in Estes Park. Please book your room for Friday
and Saturday night directly with the hotel by
calling 1-800-976-1377and mention that you are
with the Colorado/Wyoming Optimists. We
have arranged a special rate of $109/night for
rooms. Room reservations made after January
11th may incur an additional charge.
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FROM AROUND THE DISTRICT

-

Monaco South had yet another
successful year selling Christmas trees
keeping very busy throughout
November and December.

€ The Academy Optimist Club gathered
up their “Santa Workshop” team to
make for a fun day for children in the
Colorado Springs area with Down
Syndrome.

€ The Loveland Breakfast Club delighted
many children at the Thompson Valley
Preschool with gifts from “Santa”

The Fort Collins Breakfast Club served
approximately 90 happy kids at a

(0

May?!)

Keep your eyes open for students in the deaf
community, as the CCDHH Contest will be
coming up in the Spring. Now is the time to
make the contacts and get those students
involved.

Starting on January 21*, Brain Bowls roll into
action, with the North Tournament in Louisville,
the Central Tournament in Denver on Feb. 4™,
and the Southern Tournament in Colorado
Springs on Feb. 25™ This year we will have a
Championship Tournament on March 3. Read
more about this on the website:
www.optimistbrainbowl.org

Tri Star will be coming together, now that the
Basketball Season is proceeding. There will be
announcements at the 2™ Quarter Conference
about the dates. You can also check on
www.tristarbasketball.org

More information will be coming out about Jr.
Golf as well, as Bob Meyer, Joe Marci and Ron
Cisco have dates coming together now. You
should get information soon on this event.
Besides these events, many clubs have wonderful
projects coming up to help our kids* F 1 y t
Top!"” I hope this wi
and new ideas to help in all areas that our Kids
need our hel p! Let ' s
heights and be there to raise the joy and hope of
our kids!!

Love you all,
Donna Priester, Governor
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From Sam Bartley

Secretary/Treasurer

Thank you to all club treasurers who paid their
1st Quarter Ol and District dues in a timely
manner! The 2nd Quarter Ol dues will be
invoiced the first week of January, 2012.

D o nforget to log onto your Optimist Leaders
account and get the new invoice for payment.
District dues will be invoiced by mid-January
and will be sent by email whenever possible. If
you’'ve recently add:i
address, please let me know.

See you in Estes Park!

Sam Bartley,

CO/WY District Secretary/Treasurer
SamBartOpt@gmail.com
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JJJJ
10 Reasons You Should Attend an Optimist
Quarterly Conference

Pancake Breakfast with Santa. (That
“Santa” sure is a busy guy these days !!)

Ifyouwouldt A1 S €2 dzNJ / f 1. Meet other Optimists and expand your

highlighted in the District Newsletter, horizons

please email your information to Liz 2. Learn about valuable programs you may

Shaw at LizCSprings@gmail.com any want to participate in

time. 3. Expose yourself to leadership best practices
4. Become a “connecto
5. Learn and feel better about yourself and

If you have a presentation you think what you have to offer

the entire District would benefit from, 6. Have a great time with other terrific people
contact Donna at 7. Acquire knowledge to share with other
DonnaPriester@hotmail.com members of your club

to get on the 3™ Quarter District 8. Instill greater internal passion to be a

“Friend of Youth?”
9. Develop your marketing and organizational
skills

Conference agenda.

Optimist Triviaé.
And best of al |

What 1s t 7h e L OoPTC 15 NOONEWILL MAKE YOU DISCUSS
Oratorical Contest? PRESIDENTIAL POLITICS! *

Essay Contest? All Optimists @&e wedcome to participate
(Hint: you can find the answer in this Paul H. Simon

Newsletter)
kkkkkkkhkkkhkkhkhhhhrrhkhhhhhhhdiihkhkhikiiis

COMMUNICATION CONTEST for the
DEAF and HARD of HEARING

PERSONAL GROWTH (CCDHH)

&

INVOLVEMENT (PGl) Do you know a Deaf or Hard of Hearing student

who deserves a chance to be heard? The

Here we are starting a new year Communications Contest for the Deaf and Hard of

(2011-2012) with new officers for "~ Hearing (CCDHH) provides this exact opportunity.

CO/WY District and Club LarryBrown™ | f you’'ve been involyv

Presidents. How exciting with new you know how valuable this contest can be for its
visions from the CO/WY District Governor Donna participants. | f you'

00OEAOOAO 1 AAAET ¢ OEA
OEA 41 P08

| am sure that many of the new officers have theil - . .
own visions to make their year successful. Optimist International. This contest offers an

Communication is very important in sharing oppqrtunity for childrgn who are deaf or hard of.
those visions. What did you see the past year hearing to present their thoughts to the community,
with your club that might be done differently? gaining skills which can only come from signing or
Sometimeswe need to think outside the box and Speaking to a large audience. Patterned after the

not get pulled into a rut of doing the same thing Optimist Oratorical Contest, the Communication
over and over. We have sixty clubs in the District Contest for the Deaf and Hard of Hearing offers
and how many of them have programs/projects | hearing-impaired youth the chance to compete in
OEAO IECEO AA AOI EAIl e gpeech or sign language. The Colorado/Wyoming
want to look at those progams/projects todoa  pjstrict of Optimist International will present a total

little weighing and deciding in eliminating those | ¢5 000 in scholarship rewards to the winners!
not working. Thinking outside the box may bring

a new program/project that will draw more kids
to your club activities and increase membership.

* before, let me give you an introduction.
CCDHH is an annual contest sponsored by
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The theme for this years contest is: "How My
Optimism Helps Me Overcome Obstacles" and the
finals will be held at the 3rd Quarter Conference on
Saturday May 5th, 2012. For further information
contact either Joe Priester,
joepriester@hotmail.com or Sam Bartley,
sambartopt@gmail.com .

Thanks for your help.

God Bless America
Joe Priester

i District CCDHH Co-Chair
(719)590-1217 FAX (630)522-2765

MORE NEWS FROM AROUND THE DISTRICT

ESSAY CONTEST DEADLINE COMING!

District Essay Chair Jean Shelton hopes that more clubs will participate in the Contest. "Truly, you may get
more out of reading some of these essays than the students get writing them! It is worth every bit of effort!

2011-2012 ESSAY

This year's essay topic is "How my Positive Outlook Benefits my whole Community.” Please email District
Chair Jean Shelton with Club Essay Chair information and information will be sent.

jshelto2010@yahoo.com

Saturday, January 7", 20127 Zones 6-10 will meet to share at Littleton United Methodist Church,
5894 S. Datura St., Littleton, CO at 9:00AM!(use the Northeast door.) If you so desire to go to
lunch to continue conversations or just for fun i we will be going to Café la France, 7301 S. Santa
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Saturday, January 28" 20127 Zones 1-5 will meet to share at Valmont Community Presbyterian
Church, 3262 N. 61°% St., Boulder, CO 80301. If you desire to go to lunch, we will be going to the
Buff 1725 28" St. 80301 in Boulder!

From 9:30 7 10:30 at each Super Zone there will be roundtables with clubs from each zone

sharing ideas and Optimism!! Topics shared will be: Projects, fundraising, kids we may be

mi ssing, Optimism, membership, handling our i
that we may have to share. How are JOOI clubs coming, is there a need for a different type of

club in your area, etc?

From 10:45 to 11:30 will be time for Lt. Governors to talk with their Clubs about any problems or
exciting ideas that can be shared within each Zone!

11:30 to 12:00 will be a time to discuss any projects that may be coming up in the near future
(examples, Oratorical, Essay, Brain Bowls, Liberty Day, etc.) This agenda may be
tweaked, but this is what we are looking at to help all of us share and encourage each other!
Coffee and goodies will be available at 9:00AM! See you in January! Governor Donna

AWARDS & ACHIEVEMENTS

CO/WY DISTRICT 2011 - 2012
Gov. Donna Priester and the Recognition Team have created the following categories to
recognize and honor our fellow members and clubs. One winner will be selected from
each category and recognized at the District meetings and Convention. We suggest that
the club whods honoree has been selected pay
The honoree will receive the following:

I Optimist Pen

1 Two movie tickets for a fun evening out

The Club ho noree will receive the following:
1 A $25.00 Donation will be sent to the Ol Foundation in their name

Deadline Dates & Criteria

For your Club or Honoree to be nominated ,the oONomination For mé m
Charlie Neumann by mail or email.

4473 S. Granb y Ct/Aurora, CO 80015

Email: neumann - charlie@comcast.net

2nd Quarter Conference  Feb 10 -12 2012 Deadline: Jan 23, 2012
3rd Quarter Conference May4 -6 2012 Deadline: Apr 23, 2012
Convention Aug 23  -26 2012 Deadline: Aug 13, 2012

Optimist of the Quarter - A member who has shown their dedication and commitment to
their Club and their community
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Optimist Rookie of the Quarter - A new member of one year or less that embraced

Optimism and exhibited outstanding volunteerism

Optimist Club of the Quarter - A Club that has completed an outstanding project, added

new members or completed a successful fundraising project

Optimist Program of the Quarter - A Club projectthathas benef i ted t he ki (
community must be completed in the quarter

Optimist FOO of the Quarter - A FOO member that has stepped up their commitment and

is dedicated to the success of their club

Any questions regarding the categories please contact Mrs. Charlie Neumann at:
303 766-9649

neumann-charlie@comcast.net

4473 S. Granby Ct/Aurora CO 80015

Thank you!
Charlie Neumann/Chairperson

ALSO: DON'T FORGET TO STRIVE TO MEET YOUR HONOR CLUB REQUIEMENTS AS
POSTED BY OPTIMIST INTERNATIONAL AT THIS LINK: ACHIEV EMENTS AND
AWARDS

The Colorado-Wyoming Optimist Brain Bowl

..... will be bigger and better than ever in 2012 and we need your help — particularly as club
budget time approaches for the new Optimist year.

It takes tremendous volunteer participation from so many clubs in our district as well as their
financial contributions to make such a large project so successful. In 2011 for instance, nearly 400
volunteers supported 1250+ 6, 7" and 8" graders from 249 teams who competed in the three
regional events. Twenty-two Optimist clubs in our district wrote checks to the Brain Bowl and at
least another dozen other clubs also participated.

In 2012, we will debut a much-requested championship event in which the top teams from each of
the North, Central and South region events will compete for statewide honors. This will require
more volunteers and funds, of course, so please be generous in both. Our projected expenses are a
little over $25,000 against projected income of about $23,500.

The dates for the 2012 events:

North Region, Jan. 21, Monarch High School, Louisville

Central Region, Feb. 4, Heritage High School, Littleton

South Region, Feb. 25, Carson Middle School, Fort Carson
Championship, March 3, Douglas County High School, Castle Rock

= =4 A -9

More information to come. Meanwhile, visit www.optimistbrainbowl.org to see what it’s all about
and keep an eye on that website as 2012 information was loaded there this past fall.

Please also watch for a newsletter from me seeking volunteer sign-ups. As the event grows, it is
essential that we know who to expect for each Brain Bowl event so we can plan accordingly to fill
the reader. timekeenber. scorekeener. runner and other nositions that are so vital to our success.
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Please don’t just show up.

On behalf of co-chairs Connie Ackerman and Rich Urbanowski and the other members of the
organizing committee, thanks for your support for the Brain Bowl over the years. Here’s to a
wonderful Brain Bowl in 2012. Send donation checks to me:

Paul Simon, Optimist Brain Bowl
4123 S. Newport Way, Denver 80237.
Email me at paul4123@comcast.net

The Optimist Creed

OPTIMIST

INTERNATIONAL

L

Promise Yourself -

=8 =8 =848 _0_9_45_9_49

To be so strong that nothing can disturb your peace of mind.

To talk health, happiness and prosperity to every person you meet.

To make all your friends feel that there is something in them.

To look at the sunny side of everything and make your optimism come true.

To think only of the best, to work only for the be  st, and to expect only the best.

To be just as enthusiastic about the success of others as you are about your own.

To forget the mistakes of the past and press on to the greater achievements of the future.

To wear a cheerful countenance at all times and give every living creature you meet a smile
To give so much time to the improvement of yourself that you have no time to criticize others.

To be too large for worry, too noble for anger, too strong for fear, and too happy to permit the presence of
trouble.

Thanks to All the Great Optimists of the Colorado/Wyoming District. If you would like to submit articles
&lor photographs for future District Newsletters, email me at LizCSprings@gmail.com

Singerely;
Lz Shaw

Newsletter Editor
The Colorado Wyoming Optimist District
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