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      Here we are in the 
month of March. Alt-
hough there is a bit of 
snow all over the 
ground we have high 
hopes for warmer 
weather and for those 
spring flowers that will 
soon peek their heads 

out of the ground.  
This Optimist year continues to be 

exciting for your Head Coach/
Governor! I have been staying busy 
with my goal of being visible to our 
clubs. I have logged in many, many 
visits to club meetings and events. I 
am constantly amazed by the variety 
of projects and fundraisers that all of 
you are involved in for the kids in your 
communities! Way to go, Team! 
Another one of my goals is to en-

courage our club members to make a 
visit to other Optimist club meetings or 
events. It is definitely worthwhile and 
will be a learning, re-energizing time 
for you and your club. You will have 
the opportunity to make new Optimist 
friends. It is my very favorite thing to 
do as your Head Coach/Governor! 
Our District held itôs Second Quar-

ter Game/Conference on February 
28th. Over 100 Optimists registered 
for the event that was held at the 
Franciscan Retreat Center in Colorado 
Springs. We were blessed to not have 
any new snowstorms to spoil the fun 
and camaraderie. Breakfast and lunch 
were very tasty and plentiful. At-
tendees filled up to their hearts, or 
should we say, their tummyôs content! 
We were honored to have the 

CEO, Dale Penney, of the ñUp With 
Peopleò organization as our keynote 
speaker. They are celebrating their 
50th anniversary this year. Up With 

People is an amazing group! More 
than 21,000 young men and women 
from more than 102 countries have 
come together to travel in 180 casts to 
deliver a common message of hope 
and goodwill to people around the 
world. At the same time, the perform-
ers pursue their own global education 
and personal growth goals through 
service, music and travel. 
Our Districtôs Second Quarterly 

Board meeting was dispatched with 
updates on the ñstate of the Unionò for 
Optimist International, the Southwest 
Region and our District. We also took 
this time to welcome and ñpinò new Lt. 
Governor, Larry Brown, to serve in 
Zone 10. Former Lt. Governor Shan-
non Richter, due to increased work 
obligations, was unable to finish out 
this Optimist year in Zone 10. We had 
presentations by many of our Coach-
es/Chairs about the PGI program, the 
OI Foundation, upcoming contests, 
events and fundraisers.  

In the afternoon, we had the great 
pleasure of welcoming members from 
two of our Districtôs JOOI clubs: Kids 
Partnering and Horizon. It was my 

Governorõs Corner 

See Governorôs Corner, 2 

Greetings to my fellow Optimists!  

Abigail Nicholas 

Important Websites 

ß Optimist International: www.optimist.org/  

ß OI Foundation: oifoundation.org/ 

ß CO/WY District: www.optimistcowy.org/ 

ß CO/WY Brain Bowl: www.optimistbrainbowl.org/ 

ß CO/WY Junior Golf: sites.google.com/site/

cowyooptimistgolf/ 

Governor Abigail Nicholas, shares the activates to 
date for the Colorado-Wyoming District. On her left is 
Greg Young, District Secretary/Treasurer, and on 
her right is Curtis Merrill, Governor-Elect. 

Photo Joe Priester 

http://www.optimist.org/
oifoundation.org/
http://www.optimistcowy.org/
http://www.optimistbrainbowl.org/
sites.google.com/site/cowyooptimistgolf/
sites.google.com/site/cowyooptimistgolf/
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Governorõs Corner Continued 

honor to carry out the induction of club members and 
the installation for the Kids Partnering clubôs officers. 
What a treat to have these kids at our Second Quarter 
Game/Conference! 
Members from both JOOI clubs remained with us 

in the afternoon to help 
us make blankets and 
cards of hope for chil-
dren receiving cancer 
treatment in a Colorado 
Springs hospital. After 
a flurry of cutting mate-

rial, busy fingers tying knots, magic markers, glue plus 
lots of laughter we stacked up many blankets and a 
basketful of cards that will put big smiles on the faces 
of the kids in the hospital. 
I encourage you to join us for the Third Quarter 

Game/Conference that will take place on May 9th at 
the Bethany Lutheran Church in Denver. More fun, fel-
lowship, and good food plus the District Level Oratori-
cal and CCDHH Contests are being planned now! You 
will also hear our Essay Contest winners read their 
winning entries and we are expecting another keynote 
speaker to entertain us. Our Southwest Region OI Vice 
President, Jan Oord and her husband, Ron Graves, 
will join us.  
You wonôt want to miss the Friday night, May 8th, 

District Childhood Cancer Campaignôs Fundraiser ñA 
Touch of Vegasò! I hear there will be ñ funny moneyò 
gambling...black jack, roulette, craps and Texas hold 
óem. Great entertainment by STARS ALIVE, an ñillegalò 
wedding chapel, tasty snacks and a silent auction are 
sure to add to the fun. Mark your calendars now to join 
us! 
Now, just a moment of your time to speak of seri-

ous things happening in our Colorado/Wyoming Dis-
trict:  
Within the last three months we lost four clubs in 

our District. We are at 56 clubs as of this date. Three 
clubs voted to disband and one clubôs charter was re-

voked for non-payment of dues. Currently we have 25 
clubs who have less than 20 members and there are 
nine clubs with less than 10 members. We are coming 
to the crossroads for many of our clubs. 
Please, please ask yourself and your fellow club 

members what can you do to help.  
If you are in a strong, active club is there some-

thing you can do to help the smaller, struggling clubs? 
If you are in a small club can you come up with a plan 
to grow strong again? There are sooo many Optimist 
members who will help... the NOW Team, Lt. Gover-
nors, other clubs, your Head Coach/Governor and Op-
timist International. I ask you to not let the legacy of 
your club fade into history. Kids in our communities 
need our help now, more than ever! 
Till next time, I hope you will take a moment to 

look at our Districtôs new website at 
www.optimistcowy.org, make a visit to another Opti-
mist club and ask someone you know to join in our 
Optimism.  
I would like to leave you with two quotes from the 

famous football coach, Vince Lombardi. I believe this 
ring true for each of us in our Optimist clubs, Districts, 
Regions and Optimist International. 
ñIndividual commitment to a group effort - that is 

what makes a team work, a company work, a society 
work, a civilization work.ò 
ñI firmly believe that any manôs finest hour, the 

greatest fulfillment of all that he holds dear, is that mo-
ment when he has worked his heart out in a good 
cause and lies exhausted on the field of battle ï victo-
rious.ò 
Now get out there and ñplay ball on the field of 

your lifeò! CHEERS for the KIDS!  

Head Coach/Governor Abigail Nicholas  
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District Leaders: 

Please note the attached flyerõs concerning the upcoming Communication Contest for the Deaf and Hard of Hearing. It will 
be held at the 3rd Quarter Game (Conference) on May 9, 2015 and between now and then students who are interested in par-
ticipating in this worthwhile event must be given a chance by your club to complete the application form (attached) and practice 

their presentations. 

 Your help is vital to the success of this program because the deaf and hard of hearing students are so spread out that one 
person could never reach all of them in time. Please contact the high schools in your area and identify their students who would 
like to compete, then follow up with them and help them get ready by inviting them to your clubsõ meeting and encourage them 
to prepare a ôspeechõ on this years topic, which is the same as the Oratorical Contest: òHow My Optimism Will Help Me Press 

On To Greater Achievements of the Future.ó 

 Keep in mind that there are two $2500 scholarships that will be awarded, one will go to a student who presents in sign 

language and the other to a student who presents orally. Please mark the presentation skill being used on the application form. 

 Thank you. Joe Priester, District CCDHH Chair 
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FIELD GOALS 

Team Players of the Quarter 
Sam Bartley from Academy Optimist Club is Team Player 

of the Quarter. During the last quarter Sam has shown his un-
wavering service in the projects of the Santa Train, the Com-
munication Contest for the Deaf and Hard of Hearing, and the 
rebranding of the club. This personal inspiration has caused 
Sam to be that Optimist that has gone the extra mile for the 
club in so many ways. Nominated by: Al Shea. Congratula-
tions Sam! 

Evelyn Wall from Academy Optimist Club is Team Player 
of the Quarter. Evelyn is being recognized as co-sponsor for 
the Horizon Middle School Junior Optimist Octagon Interna-
tional (JOOI) Club. She taught the kids how to knit hats for 
their ñHealing Hatsò for children with cancer. She has worked 
with them to make blankets for their ñBundles of Loveò pro-
ject for children in the hospital. She also gives HUGS! Nomi-
nated by: Donna Priester. Congratulations Evelyn! 

Rookie of the Quarter 
Gay Roesch from DTC Optimist Club is Rookie of the 

Quarter. She has demonstrated great dedication and support by 
volunteering for numerous events such as Brain Bowl and Col-
orado Feeds Kids. A great representative of the club she 
demonstrates what a great Optimist is. Nominated by: Trish 
Merrill & Charlie Neumann. Congratulations Gay! 

Dee Carsten from the Tamarac Optimist Club is Rookie of 
the Quarter. As a new player she took the role of liaison for 
weekly speakers. She is the lead in finding, scheduling, con-
firming, and introducing speakers at the weekly club meetings. 
Stepping up before she was inducted to the club she helped 
with a Rockies game fundraiser. Nominated by: Carole Smith. 
Congratulations Dee! 

 
New Player of the Quarter 

Frances Tencza from Academy Optimist Club is New 
Player of the Quarter. Frances brought 3 new players into the 
Academy Optimist Club this past quarter. Frances continues to 
help in team building and is a worthy scout for the club. Nomi-
nated by: Carol Booth. Congratulations Frances! 

TOUCHDOWN 

Team Project of the Quarter 
The Windsor Gardens Breakfast Optimist Club wins the 

Team Project of the Quarter. The club was active in a Reading/
Mentor Program recruiting 25-30 volunteers involving not on-
ly the club members but also members of the Windsor Gardens 
community. Club members started a weekly reading program 
at Place Bridge Academy in cooperation with United Way. By 
working through the community, the club has helped raise the 
awareness of the Windsor Gardens Breakfast Optimist Club 
helping to create a ten percent increase in membership and 
strong community acceptance of this program. Team leader for 
this project is Donna Bishop. Nominated by: Carol Brooks. 
Congratulations Windsor Gardens Breakfast Optimist Club!  

 
There are many clubs who have members who have done 

outstanding work and should be recognized. Many clubs have 
done great projects that have benefited kids. Many clubs have 
promoted their projects and their clubs through some means of 
publicity. Take the time and effort to send in these nomina-
tions for next quarterôs awards. Deadline for these nominations 
is April 29.  
If you have questions, contact Lois Gallaway, District 

Awards & Achievements Chair, at 720-413-3830. 

The 2015 Championship Tournament of the Optimist Brain Bowl 
was held Saturday, March 21, 2015, at Hamilton Middle School. 
Challenger 8A, from Colorado Springs, was the 8th grade champi-
on, Louisville 7B the 7th grade champion, and the home team, 
Hamilton 6A, was the 6th grade Champion. Many thanks to the Op-
timist members and their family and friends who made this yearôs 
Optimist Brain Bowl possible. The top four results can be found at 
http://www.optimistbrainbowl.org/Resources/ChampionshipResults/
Championship2015FinalsResults.pdf  

¶ Video Optimist Clubôs 2015 Brain Bowl Finals by Tom Hoch, CLICK HERE 

¶ Brain Bowl Competition Photoôs by Joe Priester, CLICK HERE 

¶ FRACSOCôs Brain Bowl Concession Photoôs by Joe Priester, CLICK HERE 
 

Quarterly òGamesó (Conferences) and 
Convention Super Game Dates for the 2014-

2015 Optimist Year  

2015  

May 8th ð Executive  Committee  Meeting  and Special  
Event  to be announced  later  (location TBD) 

May 9th ð Third  Quarter  Game at Bethany  Luthe ran 
Church,  Denver, CO 

August  27, 28, 29, & 30th ðExecutive  Committee  
Meeting  & Convention  SUPER GAME at Hotel  Colo-
rado , Glenwood  Springs,  CO 

CO/WY 2015 Brain Bowl Championship by Karl Geil 

 2nd QUARTER GAME AWARDS & ACHIEVEMENTS WINNERS by Lois Gallaway 

Photos Joe Priester 

http://www.optimistbrainbowl.org/Resources/ChampionshipResults/Championship2015FinalsResults.pdf
http://www.optimistbrainbowl.org/Resources/ChampionshipResults/Championship2015FinalsResults.pdf
https://vimeo.com/groups/85985/videos/122929268
https://plus.google.com/114994777422446631928/posts/K3nR13tdjha
https://plus.google.com/photos/114994777422446631928/albums/6129474443165746849
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TOUCH OF VEGAS for the CO/WY District Optimists by Patty Hasty 

     Optimists of the CO/WY District, we 
need your help to make this yearôs 
Childhood Cancer Campaign fundrais-
er great fun and a success. We are 
going to have a ñTouch of Vegasò 

Night. It is going to be on Friday, May 8 from 6:00-9:30 
at the American Legion #1 (I-25 and Yale ï right off I-25 
at exit 202). 

There will be GAMBLING: Black Jack, Roulette, 
Craps and Texas Hold em. There will be ENTERTAIN-
MENT: Our Beautiful Governor Abigail as Marilyn Mon-
roe and her friends Roy Orbison, Frank Sinatra and Elvis 
(and maybe more?). There will be an Illegal Wedding 
Chapel, a Silent Auction, Snacks and fun, fun, fun! 

What we need from YOU, the wonderful Optimists of 
the CO/WY District: Sponsors for the event. $100 spon-
sorships are needed for the gambling tables, the site, 
etc. All sponsors will be recognized by signage at the 
event. Anyone can be a sponsor. If you know a busi-
ness, etc., it is all tax deductible! 

We also need you to sell tickets to the event. Your Lt. 

Governors have tickets, or contact Judy and she will 
send you some - immediately. Tickets are $30 each. Sell 
them to everyone you know and even those you sort of 
know! The more the more fun! The purchaser receives 
$1000 in play gambling money and all the fun of the 
event. 

Do you know folks that would donate $25 value gift 
cards, etc. ï we need them for prizes. And lastly we will 
be having a Silent Auction ï we welcome all items. 

Last year the CO/WY District was third for CCC ï 
Letôs go for #1. Thank You in advance for your help and 
support.  

Your Childhood Cancer Campaign Co-Chairs,  
Judy Poulson, judypoulson@comcast.net and 

Patty Hasty, pattyhasty@msn.com 
 

The Glass Half Full Band, the Colorado-
Wyoming Optimist Districtôs own popular musi-
cal group, Half Glass Full Optimist Band has 
been asked to play at the 2015 District Conven-
tion in Glenwood Springs! 
Weôre starting to prepare our set lists. We 

love the rock and blues stuff but weôve been told we 
need more slow songs! Yeah, we want to play a few belt
-buckle polishers for you. So what slow songs do you 
and your honey like to dance to? Let us know and weôll 
see what we can do. 
Who knows, we might even get Randy to sing one! 

Email your suggestions to SamBartOpt@gmail.com. 
Weôre looking forward to hearing from you. 
Editorôs note: The Glass Half Full Band consists of 

Sam Bartley from the Academy Optimist Club in Colora-
do Springs and Jon Wachter and Randy Marcove from 
the Monaco South Optimist Club in Denver. The annual 
Super Game/Convention is scheduled for August 27-30, 
2015 at the Hotel Colorado in Glenwood Springs. 

Yes, Virginia, Glass Half Full Band Will Play 

at the District Convention! by Sam Bartly 

funRaiser for the 3rd Game 

A òTequila Pulló by Charlie Neumann  

#1-�&�O�X�E�V�����&�O�X�E���3�U�H�V�L�G�H�Q�W�V�����/�W�����*�R�Y�·�V�����7�K�H��funRaiser for 

�W�K�H�����U�G���J�D�P�H���Z�L�O�O���E�H���D���´�7�H�T�X�L�O�D���3�X�O�O���µ���3�O�H�D�V�H���E�U�L�Q�J���R�Q�H��

bottle of tequila and we will pick the lucky winners at 

lunch on Saturday, May 9. Bring your bottle to the regis-

tration desk or for those attending the Executive meeting 

on Friday. Thank you for your support!! 

#2-Club Scholarship funRaiser Results: We sold 

$622.00! Way to go! The following items were won: 
ß Cookies by Design Basket 
ß One-Hour Massage 
ß $50.00 US Bank Visa Gift Card 
ß One Bottle of Wine 
ß �6�D�O�V�D���	���&�K�L�S���%�D�V�N�H�W���Z�L�W�K���,�W�D�O�L�D�Q���6�R�G�D�·�V 

We selected four club winners that can send a mem-

ber to the next conference all expenses paid. Here are 

the winners: Cheyenne, Classic Cars, Northwest, & DTC. 

This fund has been established to send members who 

may not have been able to attend due to costs or to hon-

or a member. Half of the proceeds of each funRaiser go 

to support our district for expenses putting on these 

�H�Y�H�Q�W�V�����,�W�·�V���D���:�L�Q���:�L�Q���I�R�U���X�V���D�O�O���� 
Chairperson for Fun & Fellowship 

Mrs. Charlie Neumann, 303 766-9649 

mailto:judypoulson@comcast.net
mailto:pattyhasty@msn.com
mailto:SamBartOpt@gmail.com

